Government intervention in cardiovascular disease--help or hindrance? The US viewpoint.
Health and medical care services are not yet subject to the laws of supply and demand or the impersonal effects of the economic market. However, finite resources mean that governments and other payers are forced to make trade-offs. The United States, which has relied most heavily on market forces for its medical system, is now moving towards greater government responsibility for organization and financing, if not delivery, of services. President Clinton has proposed a national program of unified organization, service delivery, and financing so as to improve access to the US health care system and control cost. The proposed plan will enfranchise upwards of 50 million people who currently have no, or limited, access to medical care. Therefore, the initial effects will be more care of all kinds being provided by physicians. Such increases of services will increase expenditure, at least over the short-term.